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THE SYMBOLS OF fYTHAGDRAS. 

THE life and taam opiaions of 
Pythagoras are too well known 
to require a delineation of them. 
It is also known, that he conden- 
sed the essence of his doctrine in- 
to shoit senttfnces, which, like the 
inscription on the licentiate's tomb, 
as recorded by Le Sage, would 
seem mere Common-place to the su- 
perficial observer, but to the ini- 
tiated, or the reflecting, conveyed 
golden instruction. 

This manner of facilitating the 
conveyance, as well as remembrance 
of maxims Useful for the^ guidance 
of life, seems to have bd^n very 
general among the sages of anti- 
quity. The book of proverbs is, 
as its name import^, a collection of 
&uch maxims; iind all the oriental 
writers on moral or religions sub- 
jects, are remarkable for the adop- 
tion of this proverbial form. The 
Greeks, then the Hebrews and the 
Persians, with their kindred nations, 
coincided in this condensed exhi- 
bition of practical wisdom, and this 
coincidence of nations little connec- 
ted with each other, is a strong 
proof that thfc practice was the 
ofi'sprin'g of unsophisticated go'od 
^ense. We, it is true, a'fe much 
wiser than our ancestors, we there- 
fore scout from our presence any 
thing which bears thfe |emblance 
of a proverb ; we think it unbe- 
cpmiilg the refinteitieh^we boast of, 
to have any acqfnainta'ttce with sutsh 
homely wisdom ; and. withduC-con- 
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tenftpt, "we consign it to the valgar. 
In 'this instance we act in "h man- 
ner most opposite to the ancients j 
they dignified these convenient 
Compendiums of wisdom; we stig- 
matize them ; their philosophers ex- 
ferted their talents in compressing 
the results of their experiehce into 
a portable conipass: our men of 
wit consign them to ridicule by 
representing fools as the reposito- 
ries of them, and our men of fashidn 
Vote them out of society, and the 
uttercrs of them as bores. The mer- 
its of their different modes of pro- 
ceeding may be determined by ad- 
verting to the characters of "their 
respective patrons. In despite, how- 
ever, of the formidable reprobation 
they have incurred, we may regret 
that such pains have been taken 
to discountenance such a conveni- 
ent, stenographic method of laying 
up a store of wisdom. If it be use- 
ful to possess any general princi- 
ples for the guidance of our con- 
duct through life, and who will deny 
it ? that utility must be heightened 
by giving a facility to the storing 
of them, and bringing them forth 
when occasion required. Such seems 
to have been the opinion of those 
who were esteemed wise among 
the ancients, and though some mo- 
dern sneerer should be inclined to 
ms^ the .advocate of "such a prac- 
tice with Sancbo Pauca, and the 
interlocutpis in Dean Swift's poliie 
conversanon, he may Stand forth and 
jptead the example of many, at least 
ais wise as his objectors. 

The illciBtridus Py'thSKg()ras, ac- 
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quainted with all the learning of 
his liiiie, and supposed the tnven- 
tor of that system, the revival of 
which conferred such honour on 
Copernicus, did not think il beneath 
his dignity to compress his precepts 
thus for bis disqiples. These syirt' 
boh) as they were termed, he seems 
to have formed on the model of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphic, with the dif- 
ference of depicting with words, 
■what they depicted with figures. 
Many of them remain ' to this day, 
aiFordmg a tempting nut for exposi- 
tors to crack. I shall select a few 
for the amusement of your readers, 
and request the favour of their assis- 
tance in the attempt to develope their 
meaning. As these symbols were 
intended for the instruction and guid- 
ance of disciples only, they must, 
of course, have differed fiom the 
wise sayings of other philosophers 
by their studied ambiguity. The 
interpietation of them, therefore, 
is open to every one ; and shou'd 
the one vshichi w e raiy present, dif- 
fer from that of any cot respondent, 
we need not wonder, as the Pytha- 
goreans themselve.s in after ages 
vieve found to differ in opinion. In 
order that the fiist on our list, may 
have a fair discussion, it will be ne- 
cessary, as the learned reader w ill 
see, to present it in Greek charac- 
ters. 

1^^ Symbol. 
Zoyov fit) ii?FS||8as/)'l. 
Notwithstanding the opiniori of 
some, the obvious ii'anhlation of 
these words is, " Transgress, or ex- 
ceed not the balance." Let us 
Commence our inquiiies into the 
meaning of the Symbols with this, 
which seems to piesent its mean- 
ing under a thinner veil than most 
of the others. We need not hesi- 
tate in explaining this, as a pre- 
cept enjoining in the fust instance, 
an equability of temper, end fur- 
ther, a due weighing of every con- 



cern ot OUT lives. In fact, this fi- 
gure is so generally recognized and 
adopted, that in expressing ourselves 
on the duties of consideration and 
forethought, we find it diiBculjt to 
avoid constant allnsions to it. 

We shall not be deenned guilty, 
it is hoped, of the absurd partial- 
ity for which commentators aie no- 
torious, when we urge the" excel- 
lence and extensive applicableness 
of this piecept ; in truth, its qua- 
lifications need no tiuinpeting to 
recommend it. Even those who 
show their imperfect knowledge '>f 
it, by a limited use of it, allow 
it to have a superior claim to at- 
tention. It may seem paradoxical 
to charge any with an imperfect 
understanding of a precept so plain 
and brief. Yet it is even so : this 
precept, like every other, which pre- 
scribes our duty, is applauded, while 
contemplated in theory ; all readi- 
ly acknowledge, that reason should 
use her balance, and appoint to 
each his due. This we all consent 
to, for ourselves, while we can con- 
sider it theoi;etically, and for others, 
in every case ; but when tempta- 
tion 01 the passions are astir, we 
think only of balancing our own 
inteiests and feelings and ulterly 
foiget that the duty is mutual. 
We are not to put at! into our own 
scale ; we are bound to endeavour 
at putting an equal weight into 
eack scale, and to consult tor our 
neighbour as for our>.elves. 

A philanthiopic visionary might 
il dulge himself in many an inter- 
esting scnue of fancy's draught, if 
he were to give his fancy vving, 
and send her lo rani;e thiougjl life, 
with the power of weighing to each 
his due. We should then enjoy, at 
le^st .in imagination, the exaliatiofi 
and depressioh of many a head. 
Whatj tor example, would be more 
gratifying, than, having winged our 
flight to famed Utopia's land, to 
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behold oppressive ministers degra- 
ded to be the slaves of a people 
they had oppressed, to see them 
sweating to srrape together wheie- 
witbal to pay the taxes, which, 
as ministers they had only laid on, 
not fell?* to see principals turned 
into deputies, and deputies into prin- 
cipals ; to see services rewarded, 
and idleness dismissed with con- 
tempt ; to see the meritoriously, but 
obscuiely laborious, sought out and 
invested with honours, which are 
now worn by the forward, bustling 
worthless. This is a theme which 
mjght well invite to indulge our 
fancy on, even to excess; but it 
may be better to come back to fbe 
world of realities; and, as we can 
not go forth with the wished for 
power of settling matters with such 
a balance, stnve to use the balance 
of reason given us, and inculcate 
the use of it on others. It would 
not be amiss, perhaps, to recom- 
mend it to the attention of your 
correspondents, Solon, S. E. and A. 
and in short to all, who attempt to 
figure as disputants, with the mis- 
taken notion, (as it would seem 
from their language) that hard 
w6ids are essential to discussion. 
From it they might learn, that 
tUeir differences, though interest- 
esting to themselves, cannot very 
deeply interest others, and that the 
time and pages given up to the ex- 
piession of them, could be employ- 
ed more pioStably. 

I shall conclude this with the 

la my zeal to reward the really- 
active, I have fallen into th6 absurdity 
of recommending an arrangement that 
would be like taking a burthen from 
one shoulder to place it on the other. 
The merits of both wouid be better ad- 
justed perhaps, by permitting those who 
are now deputies to remain in office, and 
sending- the principals elsewhither, to dis- 
play their acquired expertncss in the art 
ef ife;»f rtethhg and reeriving pay for it. 



symbol next in order, which I shall 
present without any comment, as I 
purpose reserving my opinion of 
its meaning for another communi- 
cation, and hope, that in the mean 
time it inay prove a tub to the 
whale, and divert the rising wrath 
of those whom I have ventured, 
and 1 think not unjustly, to re- 
prove. 

Est* ;^«<»w6«s fm iui5i^i. 
"Do not ill upon a bushel." 

MYSTIS. 

For the Belfoit Monthly Magazine, 

" IN PUISON AND YE VISITED ME." 

To visit the piisoner is one of 
those acts by which Christian- 
ity assures us we particularly recom- 
mend ourselves to the favour of the 
Almighty. Howard fulfilled this 
duty in a most exemplary manner. 
— In the.beaiitiful language of Burke 
" he visited all Europe, not to survey 
the sumpluousness of palaces or 
the stateliness of temples, not to 
make accurate nieasmements of 
the remains of ancient grandeur, nor 
to form a scale of the cariosity 
of modern art, not to collect me- 
dals or collate manuscripts, but 
to dive into the depth of dun- 
geons ; tQ plunge into the infiec- 
tion of hospitals, to survey the 
mansions of sorrow and pain, 
to take the guage and dimensions 
of misery, depression, and con- 
tempt, to remember the forgotte,n, 
to attend to the neglected, to vi- 
sit the forsaken, and to compare 
and collate the distt esses of all men 
in all countries. His plan wa;5 ori- 
ginal; as full of genius as of hu- 
manity, it was a voyage of disco- 
very, a circum-navigalion, of cha- 
nty : already has the benefit of 
hi,^ labour been felt more or less in 
every coualiy." This noble eu- 
logy is not less true than deseiv- 
ed, though the latter part of it is 



